
 

    

Newsletter Week 6, Term 1 
March 13, 2025  

Principal’s Message  

Kia ora koutou, 
 
It’s been an awesome couple of weeks here at Tomarata School. I’ve been able to visit 
all classrooms and am really pleased with all of the learning opportunities that our 
tamariki are getting. Thanks so much to our team of amazing teachers, who all go 
above and beyond for our tamariki. 
 
Students are doing around an hour a day of reading, writing and mathematics, but also 
being given lots of chances to do art, fitness, te reo Māori, Kapa Haka, as well as 
exploring the technology curriculum through their playground designs. 
 
As a school, we have started trialing the use of Pr1me Maths books with our students. 
Children each get a student workbook that they write in for the year. The books are like 
textbooks, but are designed for students to be able to write in them. This means that 
teachers don’t have to print off worksheets, or spend hours finding follow-up work that 
supports the learning from the day’s lesson. The maths learning is laid out in a logical 
format and lessons are sequenced to support a student’s growing mathematical 
knowledge and understanding of concepts.  
 
On Tuesday, Frankie, from Trees for Survival visited to check in on our seedlings. 
Students helped out weeding the seedlings to help make sure that in winter, when we 
do our planting, our seedlings are as big and strong as possible. 
 
Tomorrow is the Rodney Rural Schools Swimming competition at Rodney College. We 
have 15 students taking part. They will be joined by students from Tapora, Tauhoa, and 
Pakiri Schools, as well as several homeschooled students. Last year we did a fantastic 
job at this event, and I’m sure tomorrow will be just as good. Thanks you again to the 
parent helpers who are helping out. 
 
Nga mihi nui,  
Chris King 

 



 

Garden 2 Table Update 

Here's an update on our Garden 2 Table program. Each day, a class will spend about 10 
minutes caring for the gardens. We're also starting a Garden 2 Table Club every second 
Friday during lunchtime (12:10 - 1:00), beginning next Friday, the 21st. 

We're still looking for 1 or 2 volunteers to help out. If you can lend a hand as a kitchen 
or garden volunteer, we’d really appreciate it. 

Lastly, as a zero waste school, any plastic or rubbish your tamariki brings to school 
needs to go back home with them in their lunchbox. We encourage students to bring 
sustainable food wrapping when possible, to reduce the amount of rubbish generated. 

For any questions or to volunteer, please email jorja@tomarata.school.nz. 
 

 

What’s coming up? 

 

Friday 14 March Breakfast Club 8-8.30 

Friday 14 March Rodney Rural Schools Swimming Competition @ Rodney 
College Pool. Year 4-8. Competitors will be selected at 
school over the coming weeks. Only competitors will attend. 
Parents are welcome to come along. 

Friday 14 March Sausage Sizzle @ Lunchtime $2 

Tuesday 18 March Liam from Northland Cricket is coming in to run cricket 
coaching sessions with all classes 

Wednesday 19 March Breakfast Club 8-8.30 

Wednesday 19 March Room 5 Nature Classroom 

Wednesday 19 March Year ⅞ Technology @ Rodney College 

Thursday 20 March Room 7 Nature Classroom 

Friday 21 March Breakfast Club 8-8.30 

Friday 21 March Whole School Assembly @ 1.45pm parents welcome 

Tuesday 25 March Rodney Rural Schools Cricket @ Centennial Park 

 



 

Wellsford. Years 3-8 

Friday 4 April School Disco! Neon Glow theme 

Thursday 10 April Last day of term 

Friday 11 April School closed for instruction. Teacher Only Day 

 Term Dates for 2025: 
            Term one: February 7th to April 11th 
​ Term two: April 28th to June 27th 
​ Term three: July 14th to September 19th 
​ Term four October 6th to December 19th 

 

 



 

Fantastic people doing fantastic things 

 



 

 
Students helping Frankie out with the weeding. 

 



 

 
Our seedlings have grown so much over the summer, and will be ready for planting in the winter 

on a nearby property. 

 

 
 
 

Board Update 

The next Board of Trustees meeting is on Wednesday, March 26  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Community Events 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

A Huge Thank You To Our Sponsors 
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