
Newsletter
Term 3 Week 6

August 31, 2022

What's going on?
1-2 Sept Mike King-Forager in school

Sept 1st Parent Forum 6 pm

2 Sept Whole School assembly

5 Sept Yr 8’s visiting Rodney College

6 Sept Hon. Jan Tinetti visiting
Tomarata School

9 Sept Rm 1 visiting Tomarata
Playcentre
Clubs

13 Sept School speech competition

14 Sept Rm 6 Edmund Hillary Virtual
Reality Experience

15-16
Sept

Ruud Kleinplaste “The Bug Man”
at school

16 Sept RRS Touch/Netball Day
Whole School Assembly

19 Sept Yr 8 Enrolment Interviews for
Rodney College

21 Sept Parent Puberty Evening- Leigh
School

22 Sept Year 5-8 Puberty programme-
Leigh School

23 Sept RRS Speech competition

26 Sept Rm 1 Nature Classroom

27 Sept Rm 2 Nature Classroom

Birthdays

Nathan Baker

Isaac Curran

Dixie Dwen

Mrs Neel’s Notes:

Dear families & whanau
Kia ora, kia orana, talofa, malo e lele, kon’nichiwa,

hello

Our Year 5-8 children thoroughly enjoyed their Trees

for Survival planting day last week on Barnes farm. It

was lovely to be able to pay back for gifting Tomarata

School the use of the Nature Classroom. They

managed to plant the astounding number of 789

native trees. What an amazing legacy to leave. Mrs

Jackson, Ms Wade and five wonderful parents worked

alongside the children on what turned out to be a

stunning day weatherwise. This was our first ever

planting day with 3 sites to work on. Trees for Survival

is a charitable trust which works with over 150

schools and local communities across Aotearoa to

grow and plant native trees along waterways and

environmentally at-risk sites. Trees for Survival’s

environmental education programme provides a

hands-on opportunity for schoolchildren to make a

practical difference to their environment as well as



learn about conservation, revegetation, wetland

restoration, protecting stream water quality and

creating habitat for our native wildlife.

Our Year 7 students led the Daffodil Day fundraiser on

Friday, raising the sum of $33.00, (despite most of the

school being out), for Cancer research. This was

through gold coin donations & yellow clothing being

worn around the school.

Barbara Bartlett ( Room 1 teacher) is now our new

Staff Trustee on the Board. Jason Kerrisk was

re-elected as Board Chair, with Jeanette Mabin

elected as Deputy. We welcome Barbara, and are

waiting to hear confirmation of the parent trustee to

fill the vacancy. We should have a full contingent by

our next Board meeting in September.

Every classroom has learning walls on display. These

are for the focus areas of Literacy, Numeracy, Te

Whare Tapa Wha & Inquiry. There are appropriate

expectations of achievement displayed alongside

learning goals for the different year levels. Next steps

are often on display, with the walls being used to

engage the children in their own learning- motivating

& challenging them to move forward. Children are

developing their ability to discuss their learning,

showing knowledge & confidence about their

progress. You are most welcome to have a look the

next time you are in your child’s classroom.

As part of our transition programme our Year 8

children and their parents attended an Open Evening

at Rodney College. This was followed up with a day at

Rodney College last Friday, with the children being

picked up by van. They were shown around different

areas of the school & got to meet other students

through participation in an organised programme. The

children were very excited about their day when they

got back, sharing what they most enjoyed.

A senior staff member from Rodney College will visit

Tomarata School on Monday 19 September to enrol

students for 2023. You will be asked to phone to book

an appointment time at the office shortly. You will be

able to make an appointment at Rodney College if you

are unable to get to Tomarata School on that day. The

College asks parents to bring the following completed

forms with them:

● Blue enrolment form

● Copy of your child’s  latest school report

● Your child’s birth certificate (original)

● Signed blanket consent form

The RRS Year 4-8 Touch/Netball Day at Centennial

Park in Wellsford is on Friday 16 September. There

will be a bus going from school, or you can travel by

car. You will need to be there by 9.25 am. Children are

to wear their Tomarata School t-shirts, take lunch, a

drink, warm clothes & wear sneakers.

Yesterday I spent the day at the first Preschool Expo,

held at the Wellsford Community Centre. There were

representatives from all the local schools, pre-schools

& Health & Wellbeing agencies there to talk to

interested parents. This event is probably going to be

held twice a year. It was a privilege to display photos

of our events & children; & to talk to prospective

parents about our wonderful school.

principal@tomarata.school.nz

mailto:principal@tomarata.school.nz


Reminders

● Please return entry forms for Show Day

asap to the office for Mrs B. We need them

all in by the end of the term. We expect

children to enter 1 of the 4 categories:

lambs; calves; gardens or sculptures.

● Please return permission slips for

Touch/Netball day for Year 4-8 students

asap please

Our Vision
We live by our word -

” Poipoia te kakano kia puawai - Nurture the seed and
it will blossom.”

We have spent this year unpacking our whakatauki
with the children, & what it means. It would be natural
to take it literally, thinking of Science. However we are
teaching the children that the “seed” can be anything
e.g. their brain; their sports ability; a specific skill they
want to develop; their reading, writing & maths;
drawing; singing…. The list goes on. All the Inquiry
topics the teachers have covered this year are also
linked to this theme.

Tomarata School Shared Vision can be read in full
here.

PB4L Focus

This week teachers & children have been talking to the

children about resilience, & what that means; & how to

build it. I like to use the phrase-if you fall over, then

bounce back like a bouncy ball. It’s vitally important to

develop this in your children; life can be hard!

Andie McGuiness andie@tomarata.school.nz

Community

It is with sadness that we received the news of the

passing of the mother & mother in law of the Kerrisk &

Logue families. Jason & Hagan are members of our

Board of Trustees. We send our deepest condolences

to the families.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XODboho0oPxNrrgrYJLnFEDEXMDfTnPQM5TEWitL2wk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XODboho0oPxNrrgrYJLnFEDEXMDfTnPQM5TEWitL2wk/edit?usp=sharing


HOUSING HELP NEEDED!!

THE LOVELY BAKER FAMILY has to be out of their

house on 21st October, & have nowhere to go! Does

anyone serendipitously have a house they can rent?

They are flexible with timing. They could move in as

early as the October school holidays, and out as late

as mid January. End of school term is also an option

to move out as they could stay with family over

summer. If anyone has anything up their sleeves,

they could contact Simone on 021 983 031

Or 09 283 3622,

or simonebaker@xtra.co.nz

Thank you for your help

Simone, Dean, Arley and Nathan

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Do you have spare time on a Tuesday? Do you like

cooking with children? We would love to have

someone to take on the volunteer role of kitchen

specialist for our Garden to Table programme. If this

sounds like you please email me

principal@tomarata.school.nz

BOT Update

Our next board meeting is Wednesday 28 September

at 7 pm.

Jason Kerrisk boardchair@tomarata.school.nz

Clubs
We have had some fantastic work done by the

children in their Clubs. Simone Baker has been doing

ceramics with her group, & here are some examples

of their work.

mailto:principal@tomarata.school.nz
mailto:boardchair@tomarata.school.nz




Garden to Table

FOR SALE

Seed packets for sale at the office. $2 each.

Flax

Daikon Radish

Spring has sprung & our gardens are looking amazing.
Clearly our tamariki are enjoying GTT! Their
confidence levels with the tools, processes, and even
the science behind it all is starting to click.



FIREWORKS
EXTRAVAGANZA NIGHT
SAVE THE DATE! Fireworks Extravaganza

12TH NOVEMBER 2022 4:30 pm - 10 pm

Our Fireworks team are as follows:

Cherylene Neels (Coordinator)

Robyn Sibtsen  (Coordinator)

Paula Bishop (Sponsorship)

Anne Richards (Vendors)

Shannon Josephs (Traffic control)

Hayley Hawke (Donations/raffles)

Tickets prices will be:

Pre sale / online

Child - $7

Adult - $15

Family - $35

Gate sales

Child - $10

Adult - $20

Family - $40

Just for a Giggle:



AMAZING SPONSORS

Please support our sponsors by making your

purchases with them.

We really appreciate your help:

Carters Mangawhai

Hireworks  Mangawhai

Wellsford Hammer Hardware

Top Shop 4 Square Wellsford

Mangawhai Meats

0274 865 831

Andy Dwen NZCI Ltd

Wellsford Lions




