
Newsletter
Term 1 Week 9

March 30 2022

What's going on?

30
March

Year ⅞ Tech

31
March

Maths Parent Education Afternoon
3 pm-change of time

1 April Tomarata Playcentre visiting

5 April RRS Tabloids

6 April Year ⅞ Tech

11 April 10 am sponsors’ morning tea

12 April Room 7 to Tomarata Lake

14 April Easter Fun Day

14 April Last day of Term 1

2 May Term 2 starts

4 May Yr ⅞ Tech

5 May New students welcoming

9-13 May Road Safety Week

16-20
May

Bully Free Week
Pink Shirt Day Friday

25 May BOT meeting 7pm

6 June Queen's Birthday-NO SCHOOL

Birthdays

Mrs Neel’s Notes:

Dear families & whanau
Kia ora, kia orana, talofa, malo e lele, kon’nichiwa,

hello

We now have 11 school days until the Easter break &

the rest of the holidays. This naturally means that the

end of Term 1 is looming very quickly, & with it the

end of swimming & the compulsory wearing of hats.

Our children have had a very worthwhile swimming

season in our pool, & the new changing sheds are

well & truly broken in!

ANZAC Day is during the school holidays. Vicki is

attending Dawn parade in Wellsford and will be laying

a wreath for Tomarata School .Please let Vicki in the

office know if you or your family wish to join her.I will

be in Gisborne this year, so I am not able to attend.

Our Positive Behaviour for Learning initiative is well &

truly embedded in the school now. Our students know

what the expectations are, & so do you, with my

reference to them in the newsletter. Your support at

home with these means that when our children are in

class or out in the playground they are happy &



harmonious. Playground duty is a pleasure (except

when it rains of course!).

Reminder that if you are collecting children early

during the school day for any reason, please go to the

office & sign them out. Vicki will organise your child to

come to you. As of Monday you will not need to scan

in or have Vaccine passes to come into school, or to

attend school trips & events.

I have to say a big THANKYOU to Room 7 with their

sausage sizzles on Friday. The team is becoming a

well oiled machine. The smells drifting into my office

make my mouth water. Ms Haddow is not necessarily

liking her new Friday perfume of onions & sausages,

but it grows on you! We appreciate your support with

Room 7’s fundraising ventures. They are learning a

great deal about financial literacy too.

Looking ahead we have a fun filled last week with :

Room 7 going to Tomarata Lake; an Easter Fun Day &

a morning tea as a thank you to our main sponsors of

the school - Carters Mangawhai; Hammer Hardware

Wellsford; Top Shop 4 Square Wellsford & Andy Dwen.

Your assistance in a variety of ways has meant our

Garden to Table programme is up & running

successfully. Please support these businesses who

support Tomarata School , & mention you're a parent

of the school when you shop there. It’s always good

to give back where you can!

I have been very lucky to have been getting beautifully

cooked & presented meals from Room 6, using

produce harvested from our garden. So far I have

sampled French toast & frittata. Both were

DELICIOUS!

I’d also like to have a wee chat regarding the

certificates that the teachers award at Assembly.

These are based on our GROW Values & Good Citizen

of the Week. We endeavour to ensure that every child

receives at least 1-2 certificates a year. Remember

that these are only given out when we hold an

assembly, which is generally every fortnight. These

are not given out willy nilly, but rather to recognise

someone that has stood out in the past couple of

weeks on a regular basis. Certificates are only 1 way

in which children are recognised- there is verbal

praise; lucky tickets, stickers; positive comments and

sometimes even just a smile or hug. It is not a

competition on who gets the most certificates, so

please do not make it that way for your children.

Our Vision

Our outdoor kids spend time in our spacious grounds

and rural environment with a range of creative

activities which encourage sustainable innovation.I

would say that this is the cornerstone of the special

character of our school. We do as much outside as

we can.Tuesdays are our Garden to Table Enviro days,

with every class involved with some sustainable

activity out in our school grounds. Every Thursday

one of our classes spends the day in our Nature

Classroom which is so special to us. Sustainability is

the basis of everything, & all activities are linked from

the worm farm right through to the compost bins &

the cooking. The children are learning how no one

action or activity/practice stands alone. They all

combine to ensure that we have food to eat & share &

a wonderful environment to do it in. If you haven’t

been to the Nature Classroom, or helped out on our G



to T day please consider doing so. It is an absolute

joy to see the children outside & involved & taking

ownership of their learning.

The House Captains have spent some time doing a beautiful

mural of our Tomarata Tree in the hall. There are still labels

to come for our 4 rooms/age groups, but haven’t they done

an awesome job.

Tomarata School Shared Vision can be read in full

here.

Reminders

Easter raffle- we have a wonderful stash of chocolatey

goodness that will make up at least 2-3 baskets.

Tickets $2 or 3 for $5, drawn the last day of Term

1.Room 7 has their sausage sizzle every Friday so if

you want to order one, please bring $2

PB4L Focus

Our focus next week is treating our toilet areas with

respect. Let’s face it, no one has great memories of

school toilets! So why not teach our students the right

way to respect them so that they don’t become the

places of primary school nightmares. It’s surprising

how many children don’t know why we close the toilet

lid before we flush!

Andie McGuiness andie@tomarata.school.nz

Shout outs
Students

Awesome pakipaki to the following tamariki who

earned the Values mascots yesterday.

Monty Bishop for Growth -Kakano 2

Todd Clarke for Ownership of his actions -Rakau

Roman Saxby for working together -Kakano 1

Assembly Star last Friday: Corbin Pieper

Principal's Award: Bella Mawson

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XODboho0oPxNrrgrYJLnFEDEXMDfTnPQM5TEWitL2wk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XODboho0oPxNrrgrYJLnFEDEXMDfTnPQM5TEWitL2wk/edit?usp=sharing


Lucky Draw: Maddie Barker Kakano 1; Isaac Kerrigan

Rakau ( who chose a movie afternoon with his class);

Eddie Cammell Mahuri & Nile Ahern Kakano 1

Great handwriting shared with Mrs Neels: Nathan

Baker Tupu

Brilliant effort from brilliant kids!

Community

We continue to receive extremely generous

donations for the school and I want to acknowledge

the following:

● THE RUSSELL, TIPPING & DWEN FAMILIES:

for their donations for our Garden to Table

gardens, & our nature classroom shelter.

Much appreciated

The first parent forum of the year was held last

Thursday. Thanks to Anne Richards & Anna Bayer

who came along for a chat & great conversation.

Topics ranged from the effects of lockdown on

children; parent education on HERO; & advertising the

school to the use of Facebook. As a direct result a

parent education afternoon will be held soon on

HERO with Lynnette Haddow. Also feel free to email

Lynnette on lynnette@tomarata.school.nz if you have

any issues accessing HERO.

Calling all football players!

For all children 5 and up, Mangawhai Football Club

2022 registration is now open! Come along to our

Open Day at the Domain on Thursday, April 7th at

4.30pm to have a kick around and check it out. If you

have any questions please get in touch with the club

via our Facebook page or email

mfc@mangawhaifootballclub.co.nz

To register to play this season please follow this link:

https://www.sporty.co.nz/mangawhaifootballclub/Re

gistrations-1/2022

We are also on the lookout for coaches and team

assistants. If you think you could help out in any way

please get in touch.

NETBALL

Please look on HERO for the registration form

Garden to Table
We were extremely lucky to be notified last week that

Tomarata School had won the Garden to Table

Zealandia Horticulture draw. The school will receive a

carton of 100 mixed vegetable seedlings! I somehow

think we are going to require more garden beds!

If anyone has any pallets that they want to get rid of

we want to make bays for our soil & cow poo

donations. That would make it look neater, & easier to

drop a trailer of product into.

The list of needed equipment for our GARDEN TO

TABLE programme is below. If you have any of the

following, & are willing to donate them to the school

we would be very, very grateful. As items are donated

they are removed from the lists. Bolded blue items

desperately required

mailto:lynnette@tomarata.school.nz
https://www.sporty.co.nz/mangawhaifootballclub/Registrations-1/2022
https://www.sporty.co.nz/mangawhaifootballclub/Registrations-1/2022


GARDENING

Herb/Tea/Medicinal Garden: Lemon Balm,
Coriander, Marigold, Calendula, Borage,
Comfrey, Fennel, Anise, Caraway, White
Mustard, Celery

SOIL- Lots (trailer load)

Peat - 1 bag

Gypsum - 1 bag (for clay)

Compost min 2m

Sheep Poo

Olla Pots (Clay Pots with lids) - watering system

Garden Scissors x2

3 Spray Bottles (Heavy-duty)

Flat-bed Trolley

Milk Bottles with Handles (cut to make a scoop)

Sledge Hammer

KITCHEN

3x serrated knives including a bread knife

2x small paring knives

4x box graters

2x citrus juicers

Measuring scales ideally electronic

1x pastry brush

4x rolling pins

1x colander/strainer

Microwave

Beater

Tall pantry type cupboard

Set of drawers- plastic or trolley type would
do

Fry pans

1x muffin tray

plates/cups/bowls & cutlery for a class of 25

6x serving spoons/forks

2x water jugs

Cleaning supplies
(cloths/scourers/brushes/gloves)

Tea towels

Handee towels/ foil

2x containers for compost/worm farm scraps

BOT Update

The Board voted in 2 co-opted members last week.

Welcome to Martyn Ecroyd & Shannon Josephs.

Remember the triennial elections are going to be held

in September. We are having our next monthly board

meeting on 27 April and you are welcome to attend.

These meetings are held at Tomarata School at 7pm

and are always open to the public.

Jason Kerrisk boardchair@tomarata.school.nz

mailto:boardchair@tomarata.school.nz


Helping Hands
Dear Parents & Caregivers

Can you please make some baking for the
junior tabloids
and kindly donate it to our school.

Tomarata School can sell the baking and
raise some money
to help pay for the year 7 and 8 outdoor
education trips. We would appreciate some
cookies, muffins or cake. We will put them in
the lunch packs being ordered by the
schools. If you decide to make some, can
you please tell us exactly what is in them so
there are no issues with allergies. We need
them in the morning or the 5th april 2022.
Helpers on the day would be appreciated too.

Please email Miss Haddow what baking  and
how much you could supply. Also if you can help
on the day.
Lynnette@tomarata.school.nz

Sincerely yours,
Charlie & Khodi
Rakau

OUR AMAZING SPONSORS

We really appreciate your help:

Carters Mangawhai

Hammer Hardware Wellsford

Andy Dwen NZCI Ltd

Top Shop 4 Square Wellsford

mailto:Lynnette@tomarata.school.nz

